Why Was JFK Murdered? 



Donna Coe 
lewrockwell.com 
June 9, 2013 



A few years ago while traveling to 
Connecticut I came across a book written 
by James W. Douglass, "JFK and The 
Unspeakable, Why He Died and What It 
Matters". At the time I thought it was just 
another book with more of the same worn- 
out conclusions. I had no interest in 
reading it. It wasn't until recently when I 
came across an interview given by Lew 
Rockwell , that my interest in this book 
reached a renewed level of curiosity. 
Reading JFK and The Unspeakable 

prompted me to write to you today. 

Mr. Douglass taps into an entirely different 
approach. His approach is less about "who" 
pulled the trigger and more about "why" 
citizen denial overwhelmingly took hold of 
our nation's mindset, in addition to the role of 
government's plausible deniability, and how 
these elements allowed the unspeakable to occ 

Before I continue some of the terminology and circumstances Mr. Douglass discusses will need a brief 
explanation: 

Citizen denial is a term that should be easy to understand. The difficulty is to determine whether citizen 
denial was the mindset in 1963 and whether it is our mindset today. 

Plausible deniability is a term coined by the CIA during the Kennedy administration. It is a term used 
to describe the withholding of information from senior officials in order to protect them from 
repercussions in the event that illegal or unpopular activities by the CIA became public knowledge. 
Does the lack of evidence make the denial plausible, meaning that it then becomes, credible? Is 
plausible deniability a tactic used by the CIA today? 

The explanation of the unspeakable is perhaps the most interesting, yet it might also be the most 
difficult to grasp. It should be noted that Mr. Douglass developed a deep admiration for the writings of 
Father Thomas Merton. Father Merton was born in France in 1915; he was a Trappist Monk, a poet and 
spiritual writer, social activist, and student of comparative religion. It was Father Merton who coined 
the phrase 'The Unspeakable" that Mr. Douglass uses in the title of his book. 'The Unspeakable" as 
defined by Father Merton and as it is understood by Mr. Douglass is, "an evil whose depth and deceit 
seem to go beyond the capacity of words to describe. " 

Mr. Douglass wants us to consider whether the unspeakable succeeded due to citizen denial, 




"A revolution is coming - a revolu- 
tion which will be peaceful if we are 
wise enoughs compassionate if we 
care enough, successful if we are 
fortunate enough - but a revolution 
which is coming whether we will it or 
not We can affect its character, we 
cannot alter its inevitability." 

—John H Kennedy 




Because the truth was hidden from us due to plausible deniability by government agencies. He presents 
a compelling argument that President Kennedy was assassinated by unspeakable forces, and he 
provides highly detailed and intricately linked evidence based on his own research and a vast array of 
some of the best scholarship. 

In some ways Mr. Douglass actually extends the borderline and opens news paths. One of the things 
that makes this book instructive and worthy of reading is that Mr. Douglass is able to achieve an 
amazingly different view through the use of new sources, or through sources that were never used, 
underused, or simply not available. His years of scholarship, along with fresh interviews and access to 
White House memos only released in the mid-1990's, prompted Gaeton Fonzi, former staff investigator 
for the U.S. House Select Committee on Assassinations, to write that JFK and The Unspeakable is "by 
far the most important book yet written on the subject." Mr. Douglass meticulously documents his 
sources. There are nearly 100 pages of documentation. 



While it is important to 
examine the 
terminology and 
circumstances that Mr. 
Douglass talks about, 
at the crux of his book 
is the sequence of steps 
that transformed JFK 
from a Cold Warrior to 
someone determined to 
pull us back from the 
brink of nuclear war. 
Even today, too few of 
us realize that Presiden 
Kennedy was fully 
immersed in a perilous y 
battle toward peaceful . 
negotiations with all 
nations, including a 





The problems of the world 
cannot possibly be solved 
by skeptics or cynics, whose 
horizons are limited by the 
obvious realities. We need 
men who can dream of 
things that never were, and 
ask why not 

~]ohn F. Kennedy 




back-channel dialogue 
with Soviet Premier Nikita 
Khrushchev. Every 
hypothesis, particularly 
when it is backed by 
recently released 
information needs to be 
considered. Unmasking the 
truth is crucial. Otherwise, 
we run the risk of not 
considering this tragic 
event in relation to current 
events, regardless of who 
sits in the White House. 



Historical truth is essential 
to our understanding, but 



equally important is 



Douglass' dissection of the actions of those in power during the 1950's and '60's in both domestic and 
international politics. Kennedy, he posits, began as a Cold Warrior committed to Pax Americana 
secured through superior nuclear military might. But the near cataclysmic disaster of the Cuban Missile 
Crisis and the isolation Kennedy experienced from his own military advisers forced him to reach out 
for help both publicly and in secret back-channel memos to his greatest enemy: Soviet leader Nikita 
Khrushchev. 

Kennedy had what some leaders might call a conversion. He turned toward peace. When the enemy is 
seen as human, everything changes. This conversion locked Kennedy into a death spiral with the 
military industrial complex and the CIA. They now considered JFK a traitor because he reached out to 
Khrushchev in peace, and because the CIA and the military industrial complex were fanatically 
committed to what General Curtis E. LeMay described as, "Pax Atomica," the annihilation of 
America's enemies through nuclear war. 

Kennedy showcased his new vision in June 1963 during a speech at American University in 
Washington, D.C., by advocating the absolute necessity for nations to choose peace. "What kind of 
peace do I mean?" asked Kennedy. "Not a Pax Americana enforced on the world by American 
weapons of war. Not the peace of the grave or the security of the slave. I am talking about genuine 
peace, the kind of peace that makes life on earth worth living ... " He spoke of his intentions to 
establish a Nuclear Test Ban Treaty and he acknowledged the Russian people wanted peace as much as 
the American people. It was this speech, Mr. Douglass says, that prompted "The Unspeakable" in the 
form of people within the U.S. intelligence and the military industrial complex to act. 

Mr. Douglass tells us that Kennedy was well aware of his enemies and he was well aware of the 
dangers facing him. He tells the story that, until now, I don't think America was ready to hear. It's an 
old story of "prophets, kings and consequences". It's a story of how President Kennedy nearly started a 
nuclear war then turned toward peace with the enemy who almost started it with him Its our story it 
desperately needs to be remembered and never forgotten. 
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